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Greetings,

The calendar has turned to yet another new year. It amazes me how
quickly days, weeks and even years pass. In recent months | have been able
to help care for my parents who are both in their#gighties and who now
struggle with simple chores like getting groceries in the house or preparing
daily meal, or just keeping up with medicines (which seems almost like a
full-time job.) When | see my parents, it brings into sharp focus that our
lives speed past us and we never know what the future will bring.

So, how do we cope with the limits of our lives and a future that is always
evolving? For me, it begins trying to be as faithful as possible in each
moment of my life . That is, | attempt to have each day be immersed in a deegj
and meaningful conservation with God. | try to spend time alone with God
and spend time in fellowship with friends who encourage me on my faith
journey. | believe this is the only way we can find joy and hope in the midst
of our lives that often have trials and difficulties. Each moment of our lives is
an opportunity to talk with God anc

My experience tells me that | am happiest when | am reaching out to
others with the love and joy that God has shared to me. This makes sense to

me since God has created us i n God¢
of creation with us. Or , as God sc¢
you wi || be a blessing.o0o (Genesis 1

pray that you will find blessings and joy, and that meaning and purpose will
infuse your days as you share them with those around you.

Blessings and peace
in 2012,

Pastor Mary

Put God in every moment of every day all year.
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Our Church Family

Notes of Thanks

Please relay my thanks to all who are responsible for the generous gift |
received. It is really wonderful to belong to such a caring church.
0 Thanks again to all, Lorraine Crosby

Thank you for the beautiful get -well cards, phone calls, purple and pink poin-
settias, food, prayers, and visits during my ten -day stay in the hospital and
then at home. We enjoyed watching the DVDs of different church services.
Your thoughtfulness is appreciated. 0 Luise Beierle

Markley and | wish to thank you for the beautiful poinsettia. It has brightened
up our lives and our living room. 0 Yours truly, Markley & Betty Smith

Thank you for the lovely poinsettia...also a big thank you to Marianne & Paul
Taylor for bringing it, and for a nice visit. 0 Nancy Brigham

Thank you so much for the lovely poinsettia plant. | am enjoying it every day.
A special thanks to the nice young girls who gave up time on Christmas to
deliver the plant. 0 Thanks, Olive Allen

Thank you so very much for the beautiful poinsettia plant that Jim Meade
delivered to me after Christmas. It really looks so pretty in my living room.
0 Thanks again, Barbara Votapka

Thank you to all the able volunteers who spent time in the office, making it
possible for me to have some vacation days following Christmas. Your
generosity is much appreciated! 0 Ruth Napolitano

My husband and | wish to thank all of you who responded so quickly and so
well to the community during the flooding emergencies back in September.
Your food, water, and supplies, plus most of all, your being there, meant so
much. God bless you all. & Paul & Peg LoGalbo
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Our Church Family

Sym pam¥nded to:

Doris Brearley, family and friends, on the death of her husband, Don,

on December 17. Don and Doris were married 70 years ago, January 23, 1942.

Roger Ricketts, brother of Pastor Mary, on the death of his wife, Carol, on
December 23.

Congratulations

Marl ene Tot hés Along MethDdist, aelebinated heralO5thi f e
Birthday on December 16, 2011.

Victor & Ginny Rubin celebrated their 65th Wedding Anniversary on
December 24, 2011.

Art & Ruth Andrews celebrated their 64th Wedding Anniversary on
December 24, 2011.

Looking Ahead

February 10
February 11
February 11

Parent Session for Human Sexuality Course
Red Cross Blood Drive

Human Sexuality Course
February 12 Confirmation Class leads worship
February 26 First Sunday in Lent

Thursdays in Marchd Lenten Services on The Serenity Prayer 6:45 pm

7t09 pm
7:30 am to 12:30 pm
9:30 am to 8:00 pm

March 11 Wesleyan Choir Presentation both services
March 25 Chancel Choir with Orchestra: Requiem both services
April 1 Palm Sunday

April 8 Easter Sunday
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Worship
With Us

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE
BLANKETS+

$

January 15

8:30 a.m.
Acolytes: Marie Taylor
Reader: Cheryl Papa
Music: Wesleyan Choir
Organist: Mary Jo Granger

Usher Team: Tom Cole

January 22
Blanket Sunday
8:30 a.m.
Reader: Jim Meade
Music: Chancel Choir
Organist: Mary Jo Granger

Usher Team: Bob Choynowski

JANUARY 2012

Preaching: Mary Ricketts

11:00 a.m.

Meghan Wenzinger
Candace Murchie
Chancel Choir
Mary Jo Granger
Mike Macey

Preaching: Mike Willis

11:00 a.m.

VUMmers

Mary Jo Granger

Mel Chubbuck

January 29 Preaching: Mike Willis

New Member Sunday

8:30 a.m.
Readers: Tim Rhodes
Music: VUMmers
Organist: Mary Jo Granger
Ushers: Bob Hinkley

11:00 a.m.

Becky Jarrett

Chancel Choir
Mary Jo Granger
Jan Hallock

Note: The acolyte schedule will be posted on the web site when it becomes
available after the January 15 acolyte meeting. Additional readers will be

listed as the schedule is completed.
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Finance Committee News

February 5 Preaching: Mary Ricketts Where We Stand
8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m.

) December 2011 Income: $51,167.61
Readers: g’ﬁtsy Elhéhhar.dt evan Cho b December 2011 Expense: $39,137.96
MUS'C'_ ance oir Wesleyan Choir December Income less Expense: $12,029.65
Organist: Mary Jo Granger Mary Jo Granger

Usher Team: Dave Reed Mike Macey / 2011 YTD Income Less Expense: + $ 4,809.85

By maintaining your pledges, and in many cases increasing your giving, Vestal UMC
February 12 Preaching: Mike Willis was able to close the year with a positive balance. Your faithful stewardship has
8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. enabled this church to pay 100% of our ministry shares (all dedicated to mission
work), plus support a long list of /oca/missions in our area. Our mission outreach
was even extended to the neighborhoods surrounding the church in May and
October, as we reached out to help those in need of special assistance with light
chores or sometimes just a brief conversation and supportive assurance.

Reader: Confirmands Confirmands
Music: Wesleyan Choir Chancel Choir
Organist: Mary Jo Granger Mary Jo Granger
Usher Team: Confirmands Confirmands

The congregation responded quickly and generously when the floods of September
ravaged the area i and we continue to reach out to those affected. Your giving
throughout the year has helped us support C.H.O.W., The Rescue Mission of
Bi nghamt on, Mombés House, Sky Lake, Hai t i,
g - ture, Broome County Council of Churches, Samaritan Counseling Center, U.M.C.O.R.,
Preaching: Mike Willis

y : : . :
February 19 The S.0.S. Shelter, and many others in the local community. Vestal United Methodist

- 8:30 _a.m. 11:00 a.m. _ is much more than staff, bricks, and mortar. We are active in mission around the
Music: Soloist Chancel Choir world and at home.
Organist: Mary Jo Granger Mary Jo Granger _ _ _ _ ,
Usher Team: Tom Cole Mel Chubbuck "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a

lamp and put it under a bushel, but put it on a stand so it gives light to all. Let your
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven." Matt. 4, 14-16

Thank you _ to everyone for maintaining your 2011 pledges. With your continued
giving, 2012 will be an even better year, enabling us to further increase our outreach
ministries.

Note : We will be able to receive contributions toward 2011 expenses through
January 20, 2012, at which time the books will be closed.
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Congregational Health Ministries

It has been taught that breakfast is the most important meal of the day.

Students do better in school when they have a good breakfast. Eating can L:"ﬁﬁ = February 22 Ash Wednesday
be compared with putting fuel in ‘ﬁgmx 7:00 p.m.
enough fuel in the tank. The same thing will happen with our bodies. Our &5 ok Reader: Tim Rhodes
food is like the fuel in the gas tank. Ash Music: Chancel Choir
Wi dI‘lEiSda}r Organist: Mary Jo Granger
%Eﬂfi(le Ushers: Volunteers

Here are a few tips for breakfast ideas:

3 Peanut butter and banana sandwich and a glass of milk
provides calcium, protein and one serving of fruit.

] ] ] February 26 Preaching: Mike Willis
3 Cold or hot cereal with fresh or canned light fruit. First Sunday in Lent
3 Acereal bar and milk make a great, quick on the run _ 8:30am. 11:0?16}:'”
breakfast when you-dowwomedlt have Reader: _ Betsy Ehrhardt
Music: Organ Presentation both services
3 Yogurt -giom & ufbteo is a good way SUNDAY Organist: Mary Jo Granger Mary Jo Granger
dose of calcium in LE N T Usher Team: Bob Choynowski Mike Macey

3 Bagels with fruit spread or lofat cream cheese
are great on the go.

Flowers for Worship

Outside the church office is a calendar on which you may sign up to request
flowers on a Sunday of your choosing in memory of a loved one, or in honor of

Here is an easy breakfast idea: : ! .
a friend or special occasion.

1 Sprgy a mug with _nonst.lck COPk'“g spray. The cost is $20.00. We order the flowers.

2. Whisk two eggs with a little milk and pour into the mug.

3. Add pieces of cheese and ham (optional) If_you have requested flowers, we hope that you

4. Microwave for 1 % or 2 minutes or until eggs are set. will take them after Sunday services are concluded.

If you choose not to take them, they are taken to a homebound member
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Education

From our Director of Education, Ann FitzGerald:

SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSIONS

On December 18, our Sunday School collected
I OAO Ayysnmn Al 01411606 @
a nonprofit, state-licensed day care cente
providing free services to single parents in th¢
Southern Tier who are enrolled in school.

January 22 will be Blankets+ Sunday. Blankets+
Sunday, formerly known as Blanket and Tools for
Hope Sunday, is a joint effort of the Sunday School
and the United Methodist Women. The Sunday
School collection that day will go toward the
purchase of blankets and other items through the
CHUE‘;:;I\WNORLE.IS.ESR_:_"CE Church  World Service Blankets+ program.

Envelopes will also be in the bulletins that day.
Things we often take for granted like blankets, clean water, education, shelter,
garden tools and seeds can make a world of difference for people devastated by
tragedy.

In February, the Sunday School offering
collected on the 26th will support VUMC
Haiti Missions. At this time, teams are
continuing to support our mission in
Hermitage, while also helping with th
rebuilding efforts in Haiti after the recent
earthquakes. Volunteers in Mission fro
our church are supported through this
Sunday School mission emphasis.

HAITI

FARTNERSHI
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Green Team

TEN SIMPLE THINGS YOU CAN DO TO PROTECT THE EARTH PROTECT

1. PUT ON A SWEATER. Remember that when you turn up the heat in
wintertime, you are probably burning more fossil fuels. A sweater or a nice
warm robe will keep you even warmer and help conserve resources.

2. PUT ONE FOOT IN FRONT OF THE OTHER. One hundred years ago,
99% of the people got by without cars. They took public transportation or
lived near their workplaces and they walked. Try to reduce your driving and
get out and walk more. It's good for you.

3. NOT PAPER AND NOT PLASTIC: Bring your reusable bags with you when
you shop. You can reduce landfill waste and also reduce the needless deaths
to marine life caused by plastic bag debris that ends up in our oceans.

4. BYOB: Last year we Americans went through about 50 billion plastic water
bottles. These then end up in the landfills or oceans causing problems for
landfill space or death for marine animals. Fill up a reusable water bottle

from your tap and use it again and again.

5. TURN 'EM OFF: In much of America, we can't even see the stars anymore due in part to all of
the electric lights. Keep the light on in the rooms you are in but let the rest of the house go dark.
It's more soothing and it will reduce your electricity bill.

RECYCLING CHRISTMAS TREES

When your tree is free of decorations and the season is over, you can recycle your tree in a

number of ways:

(1) You can set it outside in your backyard leaning it against another tree and it can become a

home for birds and small animals. Some folks put strings of popcorn, cranberries, suet, and

other treats that birds like on the tree to attract and feed birds.

(2) You can chip the tree into mulch to be used around other trees or shrubs. Mulch helps keep

the ground moist and reduces weed growth. If unable to chip it yourself, you could leave it at the

curbside and have it picked up and ground into mulch that can be used later to enrich soil for
yourself or someone else.

(3) Homeowners with private fish ponds may want to consider sinking the tree in the pond to

create a refuge and feeding area for fish.

(4) Another creative use for Christmas trees is to save the needles to make potpourri. Dry the
branches, then carefully remove and crumble the needles. Mix the crumbled needles with
cloves, cinnamon sticks, and Christmas scent. Place in jars and seal them to store them.
They will make great gifts for next Christmas.

Just a few ideas on how YOU can make 2012 a greener year! Thanks for reading.

Doug Gausman / VUMC Green Team
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Samaritan Counseling Center
[lluminating minds. Impacting lives.

Healing After Loss

Support Group

Six Wednesdays
January 4 0 February 8, 2012
6:00 0 7:30 pm

God has a way of bringing people into our lives to help us get through
difficult times, especially when we lose someone dear to us.

This support group will help participants better understand the grieving
process and learn coping strategies to deal with loss in a healthy way.

Group Facilitator:
The Rev. Dr. Roy Carter, LMFT
Location:
Samaritan Counseling Center
202 East Main Street
Endicott, NY 13760

Space is limited. Call to Register
607-754-2660

$35 per person
Visa/MC/Discover Accepted

Sponsored by

Barber Memorial Home

428 Main Street, Johnson City, NY 13790
607-797-5722
www.BarberMemorialHome.com

Series will be extended if a session is cancelled due to inclement weather.
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PREVIEW,
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2012

Faith is the reality of what we hoped for,
OEA POTT &£ T £ xEAO xA AlZA
Hebrews 11:1 )

$SEOA ET AT A AEOAT OAO ' 1 &%
51 EOAOOAA %@Di i OA OEA ﬁf7

at VBS 2012 with# T E A O A ORERATION S\’ea
fcie)

OVERBOARD where kids Dare to
GO DEEP with GOD!

In this action packed adventure, kids will swim with humpback whales and
seahorses, scuba through a vibrant coral reef, and take a personal submarine

to the ocean floor, where eels and octopi play. Through interactive lessons
OEAO AOA AAOU £l O EEAO O AppPI U O O
"'TA80 71 OAh AgbPi T OETI C "EAIT A OO1 OEAO
knowing how to: Depend on GodDare to care,Claim JesusChooseto

follow, and Changethe world!

Itis never too early to sign up to help out! We need a variety of
leaders, helpers, crew, decorators, etc. If you would be interested
in helping during VBS, stop by the Church or Education Office and
let us know! Or come by and preview the materials.
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http://www.barbermemorialhome.com/

Adult Sunday School

A brief description of our adult classes presently meeting on f Adult
Sunday mornings follows. We hope that everyone will find a
home in Sunday School. You are invited to try any class for a

q 3 Classes
week or two to see where you feel at home, or you can /

always join any class for a study that interests you. =
New members are always welcome.

Agape Class (Under the Balcony)
This is a discussion group that shares class leadership, while focusing on
family-related spiritual issues. This class shares several social outings throughout

the year. Anyone is welcome to attend these events.

Christian Fellowship Class (Room 33)
This is a mixed groupd singles and coupled meeting to grow spiritually in
their faith and learn how to apply these lessons to everyday life.

Beginning January 8 through March 25, 2012, the class will use All Creation
Sings, by J. Ellsworth Kalas.

Families in Faith Class (Room 36)
This is a caring and supportive group of couples and singles with younger
children who discuss parenting and faith issues from a Christian perspective.

Parenting and Beyond Class (Room 14)
This is a caring supportive group of couples and singles who encourage one
another in parenting and discuss faith issues from a wide variety of perspectives.

Questers Class (Library)

This is an adult class for both couples and singles addressing wide-ranging
subjects from books of historical significance to present-day topics that impact us
as adult Christians.

I n the month of January, Jim Parsons
book, ent idtUNEQVERINGEI® UIBE, TEACHINGS, and RELEVANCE of
a RELI GI OUS REVOLUTI ONARYO Topics wild.l
Experience of God), The Big Picture (The Synoptic Profile of Jesus), and God
(Godbés Character and Passion).
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Coming in January 2012
Uppity Women of the Bible: The book of Ruth

Pastor Mary will be leading this Bible Study beginning in
January. There will be two opportunities to take this
7-session Bible Study class. You can take the class on
Monday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 =
or you could take it on Thursday
afternoons from 1:30 to 3:00.

Please let Pastor Mary or the church Uit Women
office know if you would like to be 0 ﬂll{e B}llble:
ut

a part of this new study.

This course will
run with as
many youth

who sign up.

Human Sexuality
Course
Saturday, February 11
This course is designed for youth who are in 8th thru 12th grades.
It will be different than what has happen in the past. Watch for a

mailing with more details concerning this important opportunity.
If you have any questions you can call the church office at 7853367.

Parent 6s
Friday, Feb. 10th
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